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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION VII 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

901 NORTH 5TH STREET 
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 66101 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Article Number: 7002 0860 0006 5965 1814 

Mr. Robert Siegel, Esq. 

Compass Environmental. Inc. 
954 W. Washington Boulevard, 4th Floor 

Chicago, IL 60607 

Dear Mr. Siegel: 

RE: AK Steel Facility 
Kansas City, MO 
EPA ID No. MOD 007 118 029 

At your request, this letter has been prepared to clarify the intentions of the U. S 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region VII regarding the property owned by Compass 

Big Blue, L.L.C. (hereinafter referred to as "Compass"). This property is currently owned by 

Compass and is subject to a "post-closure" permit held by AK Steel Corporation (MOD 007 118 

029), issued under the authority of the Missouri Hazardous Waste Management Law Section 

260.350, et seq., RSMo. and the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), 42 

U.S.C.§ 6901, et seq. The EPA, in coordination with the Missouri Department ofNatural 

Resources (the "department"), is overseeing the investigation and cleanup of the AK Steel 

(formerly ARMCO) facility pursuant to a post-closure permit that contains provisions for site­

wide corrective action and post-closure care at a previously-closed hazardous waste storage area. 

This "post-closure" permit was issued in two parts. "Part I" of the permit was issued by 

the department pursuant to state law. "Part II" of the permit was issued by EPA and addresses 

those elements of the RCRA hazardous waste permitting program that the State of Missouri was 

not yet authorized for at the time the permit was signed, including corrective action. EPA has 

been the administrative lead for the facility, while Missouri has been the technical lead by virtue 

of its authorization to administer the state's corrective action program. 
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In previous letters, EPA clarified its intentions regarding specific tracts of property that 

were under negotiation for sale to other parties (Enclosure 1 ). With the pending auction of the 

remaining property, EPA recognizes the need to clarify liability for all parcels being sold. The 

following discusses the regulatory status of the tracts Compass owns and proposes to sell in the 

auction. 

Compass has conducted corrective action for contamination present at greater than risk­

based industrial standards, and plans to place land use controls, on all tracts it is proposing to 

sell, including Tracts Fl, F3, F5, F7, F8, and F9 (Enclosure 2). A description of the cleanup and 

land use controls may be found in the "Cleanup Completion Report," prepared by Compass, 

dated November 25, 2003. EPA and the department have determined that it is appropriate for 

parcel F3 to have notice language placed in the chain of title for the parcel which contains 

SWMUs 25 and 26, which will inform any future buyer of the presence of soil contamination 

(cadmium, lead, and P AHs) beneath asphalt on this parcel. Additionally, EPA and MDNR are 

considering the appropriate form of institutional controls and enforcement mechanisms to require 

any owner of these parcels to maintain the asphalt cap. Such institutional controls may include 

restrictive covenants, easements, and/or deed-notices that require the owner to affirmatively 

maintain the asphalt cap. 

The current permittee, the AK Steel Corporation, remains responsible for complying with 

the permit's corrective action and post-closure care requirements that address site conditions 

predating Compass' ownership of the property. Any current owner of the site, such as Compass, 

may not interfere with such corrective action and post-closure care action, should it be required; 

and any future owner whose activities cause releases of hazardous constituents may be 

potentially responsible for those releases. As a result of the cleanup conducted to date, EPA and 

the department plan to remove the cleaned tracts from the post-closure permit following 

completion of administrative document requirements and public notice and comment on the 

cleanup. After the date of such removal from the authority of the RCRA permit, responsibility 

for environmental conditions on parcels removed from the permit will be that of the owner of 

parcels. In the event that the owner of the parcels which contain SWMUs 25 and 26 fail to 

maintain the asphalt cap, which results in a threat of exposure to contaminated soils, EPA and/or 

the department will have to determine what, if any, enforcement actions would be required to 

address such a threat. Such enforcement actions may include enforcement of existing 

institutional controls and/or issuance of a cleanup order under EPA's statutory authority to 

address such threats. However, either Compass or any future owner may affirmatively address 

the threat posed by the contaminated soils in SWMUs 25 and 26 by removing and properly 

disposing of the contaminated soils. 

For those portions that remain subject to the RCRA permit, EPA does not anticipate 

imposing additional cleanup obligations on potential future owners under the Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as amended (CERCLA). 

However, should AK Steel Corporation fail to fulfill its permit obligations, potential future 

owners may exempt themselves from CERCLA cleanup liability as a Bona Fide Prospective 
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Purchaser ("BFPP") pursuant to CERCLA § 101(40). Among other requirements, prior to 

purchase, a BFPP must undertake "all appropriate inquiry" which currently consists of 

conducting a Phase I environmental assessment; and after purchase "exercise appropriate care" 

related to the property. For the property currently owned by Compass that will remain subject to 

the RCRA permit, as described in the previous paragraph, "appropriate care" would consist of not 

interfering with the permit's corrective and post-closure care actions, and not causing releases of 

hazardous constituents at the site. 

If you have any questions, please call Stephanie Doolan at (913) 551-7719, or Julie 

Pearson at (573) 751-9428. 

Enclosures 

cc: Julie Pearson, MDNR 
Kansas City Regional Office 

Howard Bunch 
EPA Counsel 
Environmental Protection Agency 



ENCLOSURE! 
Previous Status Letters from EPA to 
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Rt:GiO!\! V!i 
901 r\JORTH 5TH STREET 

l<fl.I'~SAS CiT'< 1</\1\!S/l.S 661 Oi 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURl'I.J RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Article .No. 7001 0320 0004 5578 8057 

lVlr. Robert Siegel. Esq. 
Compass Environmental. lnc. 
954 W. Washington Boulevard. 4rb Floor 
Chicago. IL 60607 

Dear Mr. Siegel: 

RE: Al;;_ Steel Facilitv 
l(._ansas City, MO 
EPA ID No. MOD 007 118 02q 

This ietler is intended to clarify the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA's) 
in t~1~ti on§_1:eg(l]"di11g th~:- (l_p o11:io 11 gJJ11 e1~rop erry( ~-~- ?:ttac_h~_clle g<iLdescription)_oi'/n ed_h y 
Compass Big Blue, LL.C., which is under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRi\) Post-Closure Pennit held by /\l( Steel Cmvoration. For reasons stated below, the EPA 
does not contemplate any additional RCP\,__,4. conective actioD at this p011ion of the properi;·. 

The RCRA Facility Investigation Rep01i (Bums & McDormell 1999) describes the area as 
primarily covered \\'ith up to J 4 feet of slag which was tested and not found to contain 
metals at levels of concem~ and 

There are no Solid \\Taste Management Units or Areas of Concem on this portion oftbe 
property. 

Further, the cunent pem1ittee, the AX. Steel Co1voration, is responsible for compliance 
with the EPA's conective action and post-closure care requirements. In the future, should 
infom1ation become available or should there be a change in site conditions that indicate that 
there was/is a release of hazardous constituents to the environment which may pose a tbxeat to 
human bealth and the environment, tbe pem1itee, AK Steel Corporation, remains responsible for 
RCRA conective action and post-closure care. Any current owner of the site may not interfere 
with such conective action and post-closure care action, should it be required; and any future 
owner whose activities cause releases of hazardous constituents may be potentially responsible 
for those releases. 

RECYCLE~" ..,-
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AddiTionally. because the site is being addressed under the RCRl\ pennit authorities, 
EPA does 110t anticipate imposing cleanup obligations on potential furure OV'I'ners under the 
Comprehensi've Enviromm;mal Response. Compensation. and Liability Act of 1980, as amended 
(CERCLA). which was established to clean up bazardous waste sites. Hmvever_ should AK 
Steel Corporation fail ro fulfill its RCFCL~,. pem1it obligaTions. potential future 0\vners can exempt 
tilemselves from CERCLA. cleanup liabiliry as 2 Bona Fide Prospective Purcbaser ("BFPP'.) 
pursuam to CERCl..A § 101 (40 1 Among other requirements. a BFPP must prior to purchase 
undertake ''all appropriate inquiry" 1vhich cunently consists of conducting a Phase 1 
envuonmental assessment: and after purchase '·exercise appropriate care··. \\ hicb for this site. as 
described in tlle previous paragraph. consists of not interfering \Vitb the RCRA corrective action 
a :Jost-ciosure care aCTion, and not causing releases of hazardous constituents at the site. 

Ifyou have any questions. please call me at (913) 551-7719. 

Enclosures 

cc: Julie Pearson, Jv1DJ:\K 



AGS PARCEL DESCRIPTIO!'~: 

DESCRIPTION: PART OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 56. TO\V1~SHIP 50. 
R4_l\'GE 33. /d~TI P.ART OF THE NORTHWEST 114 OF SECTIOJ\ ?L T0\\71'\SHIP 
50. RJ-\NGE 32. IN I<.i-\NSAS CIT\'. JACKSON COUNTY. 1v1ISSOURl. DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLO\VS: COMMENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST COR1"-JER OF THE 
NORTHEAST ll4 OF SAID SECTION 36. SAID POINT BEH0G OJ'\ THE 
NORTHERL\" RIGHT-OF-WA \'LINE OF THE K.ANSAS CIT'{ TERlviD~AL 
FcAILROA.D. AS NOW ESL\BLlSHED: THENCE NORTH 87 DEGREES 20 
IvJ:D'-JUTES 54 SECONDS \VEST. ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF THE NORTHEAST 
1i4 OF SAID SECTIOJ" 36. AND ALONG SAID NORTHERLY RIGHT-OF-\\'AY 
LINE. A DIST.t~.NCE OF 113.26 FEET TO A. POn\T ON THE EASTERLY RIGHT OF 
'NAY LINE OF THE KANSAS CIT\' SOUTHER!'\ RAILROAD. AS NO\lv' 
ESTABLISHED: THENCE NORTH 25 DEGREES 58lVHNUTES 41 SECONDS 
'1VEST. ALONG SAID EASTERL\' RlGHT-OF-WAY LINE. A DISTANCE OF 382.73 
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE TRACT OF LANu TO BE HER..Eil\; 
DESCRIBED: THENCE CONTINUING NORTH 25 DEGREES 58 MTI\JuTES 41 
SECOl\TDS \\TEST. ALONG SAID EASTERL \'RIGHT-OF- \VAY LINE .. A 
DISTANCE OF 695.60 FEET TO THE SOUTHERLY LNE OF A TRACT OF LAND 
CONDEJviNED IN SUITE NO. 24187:2. KAl'.JSAS CITY. MlSSOu"Rl ORDINAJ'-.JCE 
NO. 52760. DATED APRIL 5, 1926: THENCE NORTH 64 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 
06 SECONDS EAST. DEPP..RTING SAID RIGHT OF WA\' LINE, ALONG THE 
SOUTHERL'i LIKE OF SAID TR.4CT. A DISTANCE OF 66.19 FEET:. THENCE 
NORTH :25 DEGREES 57 MTI~l_TTES 54 SECONDS \\'EST, ALONG THE EASTERLY 

-LINE OFSAIDTR.ACT-,-ADISTANCE-OF-66.00 FE-E-T:THENEESOUTH-64 ····-··-···--·---·-··-··· 
DEGREES 02 I\.UNUTES 05 SECONDS \~TEST, A DISTANCE OF 66.00 FEET, TO A 
POWT ON THE EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF SAID RAILRO.W, 
THENCE NORTH 25 DEGREES 57 MINUTES 54 SECO:NuS WEST. ALONG SAID 
EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE. A DISTi\NCE OF 50.46 FEET TO A POINT OJ\ 
THE SOUTHEASTERL '{EDGE OF WATER OF THE BIG BLUE RIVER, AS 
SHOWN BY AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY RY M. J. RARDEN DATED ivRIL L 1994:. 
THENCE NORTH 47 DEGREES 41 MINUTES 55 SECONDS EAST. DEPARTING 
THE EASTERLY LINE OF SAID KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN RAILROAD, AND 
ALONG SAID SOUTHEASTERLY WATERS EDGE OF THE BIG BLUE RIVER.., A 
DISTANCE OF 96.86 FEET: THENCE SOUTH 81 DEGREES 37 \1INUTES 51 
SECQ]\;1)S EAST. DEPARTING SAID SOUTHEASTERLY WATERS EDGE, A 
DISTANCE OF 722.01 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 8 DEGREES 33 Mil'JUTES 04 
SECOl"''DS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 334.48 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 8 DEGREES 19 
MINUTES 10 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 410.75 FEET; THENCE NORTH 
81 DEGREES 40 MINUTES 50 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 324.71 FEET TO 
THE POINT IF BEGINNING. 

CC ]-J51415vl 



R.4JLROAD SPUR TRA.CK EASEMENT: 

DESCRIPTION: A STRIP OF LA~TI 17.00 FEET D'\ VVIDTH. IN THE NORTHEAST 
114 OF SECTION 36, TOV\'1\lSHIP 50. FCL~;.NGE 33. Il\ KANSAS CITY. JACKSON 
C'Ol~'\TY. l'vfiSSOGRL LYD--JG 8.5U FEET ON EACH SIDE OF THE FOLLOV\riNG 
DESCRIBED CEJ\TERl..~E: COI\1MENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 
SAID ~\ORTHEAST 114. SAID POH,n BEING OJ\ THE NORTHERL \'RIGHT OF 
V/ AY LD\E OF THE IZ...t,.NSAS CITY TEK\1INAL RL~;.ILROAD: THENCE NORTE-I 
8T-20'-54" WEST. ALONC1 THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID LA SECTION AND SAID 
NORTHERL\' RIGHT OF WAY LINt:.. A DISTANCE OF 142.26 FEET TO THE 
PO~T OF BEGD'n-\T~'\TG OF THE CENTERLH~E TO BE HEREn,; DESCRIBED: 
THENCE NORTHEH.L Y ALONG A CURVE TO THE RIGHT, HAVING AN INITLb,.L 
TANGENT BE:\RING OF NORTH 59c-34'-36" WEST, A RADIUS OF 240.00 FEET 
Al\Tl A CENTFLL~;.L ANGLE OF 35c-17'-29" .. AN ARC DISTANCE OF 147.82 FEET~ 
THENCE NORTH 24c-59'-02" \~'EST, A DISTANCE OF 258.59 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF TERMINATION OF SAID CENTERLll\E. 

THE NORTHERLY OUTSIDE LIMITS OF THIS EASEMENT SHALL BE 
LP'-lGTHE1\ED OR SHORTEl\ED TO MEET THE SOL.TTH LH\E OF THE LEASE 
TR.!\.Cf TO /\MERICA?\ GRD~uiNG S\TSTEMS- THE SOUTHERLY OUTSIDE 
LIMITS OF THIS EASEMENT SHALL BE LENGTHENED OR SHORTENED TO 
lv1EET THE SOFTH LNE OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SidD SECTION 36. 

CC 1151415vl 



POV\/ER LINE EASETVIENT: 

DESCRIPTION: A STRIP OF LAJ\TI 10.00 FEET 11' WIDTH. D< THE NORTHEAST 
J 14 OF SECTION 36. TOW'1~SHIP 50, Rt~,.NGE 33 ANTI THE NORTH\\'EST 1 i4 OF 
SECTION 31.. TOW1'-JSHIP ::;o. R--\NGE 32. fr.1 KANSAS CITY. JACKSON COUl"TY, 
MISSOlJRL LYD"'G 5.00 FEET 01\ EACH SIDE OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED 
CENTERLINE: COl\·fMENCD-.JG AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNtR THE 
J\ORTH\VEST 114 OF SAID SECTION 31:. THENCE NORTH 1 °-54'-49" E,~,_ST, 
:'")_LOJ\G THE WEST LD\E Of SAID 1/4 SECTIOJ'\. A DISTANCE OF 290.80 FEET 
TO THE POTI~T OF BEGINNING OF THE CENTERLINE TO BE HEREIN 
DESCRIBED: SAID POD\T HEREINAFTER BED--JG REFERRED TO AS POD<T "A"": 
THENCE NORTH 78c-40'-37" \VEST .. A DISTANCE OF 303.73 FEET TO THE 
POI]\:T IF TERlvilNATION OF SAID CE~\TERLWE. EXCEPT THAT PART OF THIS 
EASElvfENT WITHD< THE EXISTD\fG BUILDINC.l. ALSO BEGD\l'.JD'-JG AT THE 
AFORESAID POINT"})_"; THENCE SOUTH nc-40'-37" EAST, A DISTANCE OF 
123.49 FEET TO A POINT HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS POINT "B": 
THENCE SOUTH 81 c·-26'-59" EAST. A DISTANCE OF 28.00 FEET: THENCE 
SOUTH 83°-1 5'-5Ci" EA_ST. A DISTANCE OF 258.34 FEET TO THE POINT Of 
TER.l'v1INAT10~ OF SAID CENTERLD-.JE. AT AN EJ:ISTD\lG POWER POLE. 

ALSO A TR.ACT OF LAl\D n-; THE NORTH\~TEST 114 OF SAID SECTIO~ 31. 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLO\VS: BEGD'~NING AT THE AFOF.ESAID POD\T ''B''; 
THENCE SOUTH 81 c-26'-59" EAST, A DISTANCE OF 28.00 FEET; TI-IENCE 
SOUTH 88 -33'-01" vVEST. A DISTANCE OF 14.87 FEET; THENCE NORTH Sl c-27'-

.. D6''.WEST.ADISTANCE--Of28.00.FEET-:-THENCENQRIH-8c-32'-52''EAS=I\A·· 
DISTANCE OF 14.88 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. CONTAD'-JING 41 6 
SQUi\Ili FEET OR 0.009 ACRES MORE OR LESS. 

CC 1151415vl 



ACCESS EASEME!\'"T: 

DESCRIPTIOJ\:: A STRIP OF LA.:NTl 25.00 FEET Il\~ \YIDTH D<' THE EAST 1 '; OF SECTION 36. TOW"2'~SHIP 50. RL\NGE 33. A.!\D THE \VEST 1/: OF SECTIOJ'-' 31. 
TOVv~SHIP 50. R.:\NGE 32. D\ l(_A.NSAS CITY, JACKSON COU'\TY, IvliSSOUP'-l. LYING 12.50 FEET ON EACH SIDE OF THE FOLLO\VING DESCRIBED 
CENTERLINE: COl\1l\1ENCING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORJ\ER OF THE 
~\'OR THEAST 114 OF SAID SECTION 36. SAID POINT BEING O>~ THE 
NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF THE K .. /d\'SAS CIT\ .. TER.c\cfll\AL 
R-\ILROAD: THP\lCE NORTH ST-20'-54" \\:EST. ALO:\lG THE SOt'TH. LINE OF SAID 1/4 SECTI01\. _L\ND S.L>,_ID NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE. A 
DISTANCE OF 153.60 FEET TO THE POI1\T OF BEGllil\liNG OF THE 
CENTER.LIN'E TO BE HIRED\ DESCRIBED: SAID POI!\T HEREL'\AFTER 
REFERRED TO AS POD\T "A'': THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG A ClJR'v'E TO THE RIGHT, HAVE\lG AN INITLD.~L T.61..NGEl\'T BEARD\lG OF NORTH 3Cf- 56'-37" WEST. A RADIUS OF 2400.0(J FEET AN'D A CESTR-\L ANGLE OF 92 -01 '-28''. A.N ARC DISTANCE OF 3 78.00 FEET TO THE POINT ·OF TERMINATION OF SAID CENTERLINE: 

THE NORTHERLY OUTSIDE LL\1ITS OF THIS EASEMENT SHALL BE 
LE1\GTHEl\TED OR SHORTENED TO MEET THE SOUTH LD'-JE OF THE LEASE TR-\.CT TO AJv1ERICAN GRINDI~G SYSTEMS-THE SOUTHERLY OUTSIDE LLMITS OF THIS EASEMENT SHALL BE LENGTHENED OR SHORTENED TO MEET THESOUIH LL\TEDEJBE~ORIEEAST-1/4 OFSAIDSECTlOJ'-i 36.--

ALSO BEGINND\JG AT THE At~ORESAID POINT "A"; THENCE SOCTH :wc-56'-37'' EAST, A DISTANCE OF 157.83 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 46c-17'-18" EAST, A 
DISTANCE OF 95.53 FEET: THENCE SOUTH 30°-07'-58" EAST, A DISTANCE OF 37.38 FEET; THENCE ""'~LONG A CURVE TO THE LEFT, HAVTI\fG A1\ INITIAL TANGENT BEARING OF SOUTI-l 33°-51'-37" EAST, A RlilliUS OF 245.59 FEET AND A CENTRA.L .ilJ'-JGLE OF 78°-09'-48", AN ARC DISTANCE OF 335.04 FEET TO A POINT HEREINiuTER REFERRED TO AS PONT "B"; THENCE NORTH 
68°~07'-29" EAST, A DISTANCE OF 572.00 FEET; THENCE NORTH 72°-18'-25" EA.ST, A DISTANCE OF 717.40 FEET; THENCE NORTH 70c-32'-08" EAST, A 
DISTANCE OF 733.36 FEET: THENCE ALONG A CURVE TO THE RIGHT, HAVING AN INITIAL TANGENT BEARING OF NORTH 74°-58'-53" EAST. A 
RADIUS OF 295.72 FEET A~'D A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 72°-57'-46", A.~ ARC DISTANCE OF 376.58 FEET; THENCE ALONG A CURVE TO THE RIGHT, 
HAVING A.N INITIAL T A.'\JGENT BEARING OF SOUTH 32°-03'-21" EAST. A RA.DIUS OF 259.19 FEET AND A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 55°-52'-49", AN ARC DISTANCE OF 253.42 FEET; THENCE ALONG A CURVE TO THE LEFT, HA \7ING AN INITIAL TANGENT BEARING OF SOUTH 23 °-38'-55" WEST, A RADIUS OF 652.09 FEET AND A CENTRA.L ANGLE OF 22°-04'-28", AN ARC DISTANCE OF 251.23 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 2°-42'-30: WEST, A DISTANCE OF 214.49 FEE'T; THENCE SOUTH 22°-23'-51" \¥EST, A DISTANCE OF 277.23 FEET TO A POINT 

CC 1151415vl 



Ol'\ THE NORTH RJC]HT OF W:~.Y LTI\'E OF WTLSOl\ ROiw. AS l\0\\' 
ESTABLISHED Al"!Tl THE POE\T OF TER.l'vfiNA TTOl\ OF SAID CENTERLfKE: 

THE NORTHERLY OFTSIDE LIMITS OF THIS E_ll~SEiviENT SHALL BE 
LENGTHE~ED OR SHORTENED TO JvlEET THE SOeTH LNE OF THE 
NORTHEAST 1 OF SAID SECTJO]\_- 36. THE SOUTHERL\' OCTSIDE LIMITS OF 
THIS EASEMENT SHALL LENGTHEJ\ED OR SHORTEJ'\ED TO 1VIEET THE 
NORTH RIGHT OF \VAY LINE OF SAID WILSO}'( ROAD. 

ALSO BEGINNING AT THE i\.FORESAID POINT ''B": THENCE SOUTH 68c-CJ7'-29" 
\\~EST._:., DIST."'~:-.JCE OF 97 .20 FEET: THP-.JCE ALONG A. CURVE TO THE LEFT. 
HAVING .6.>-:' Il\ITIAL TANGENT BEARIJ\G OF SOUTH 6J c-40'-11" V/EST. A 
RADIUS OF 165.17 FEET AND A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 84=-55'-59". A1·< ARC 
DISTANCE OF 244.84 FEET TO./}. POINT HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS 
POH\fT "C":. THENCE SOCTH 20:;-20'-42" EAST .. A DISTANCE OF 232.91 FEET: 
THENCE SOOTH nc-13'-l 0" E.AcST. A DISTA>JCE OF 305.09 FEET: THENCE 
SOCTH 18'-31'-48" EAST. A DISTANCE OF 184.65 FEET TO AN EXISTING GATE 
AND THE TERMD'~ATlOl'-1 OF SAID CE>~TERLIJ'\E . 

.i'.LSO BEGTI\'J\I\1G AT THE .LlLFOl:zESAID POINT "C":. THE1'\CE NORTH 21 c-29'-
38" \VEST. A DI.STi\NCE OF 362.14 FEET TO THE TEPu\1D\lJ>,TION OF SAID 
CE~\TEF:._LD\E. 

cc 1 15 1415 v 1 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION VII 

OCT Q 2 20G3 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

901 NORTH 5TH STREET 
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 66101 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Aliicle No. 7001 0320 0004 5578 8217 

Mr. Robert Siegel, Esq. 
Compass Enviromnental. Inc. 
954 W. Washington Boulevard, 4th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60607 

RE: AK Steel Facility 
Kansas City, Missouri 
EPA ID No. MOD 007 118 029 

Dear Mr. Siegel: 

This letter is intended to clarify the intentions of the Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources, (hereinafter referred to as "the department"), and the U. S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (''EPA'') regardingthel7.s-·acretractidentified-as-Tract-F-I-on·the-·attached-£igure (see··--­
also attached legal description). This property is currently owned by Compass Big Blue, L.L.C 
"(Compass"). and is subject to a "post-closure" pe1mit held by AK Steel Corporation (EPA Id. 
No. MOD007118029), issued under the authority of state law and the federal Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act ("RCRA"), 42 U.S.C.§ 6901, et seq. The EPA, in coordination 
with the department, is overseeing the investigation and cleanup of the AK Steel (fom1erly 
ARMCO) facility pursuant to a RCRA post-closure pem1it which contains provisions for site­
wide corrective action and post-closure care at a previously-closed hazardous waste storage area. 

Tl1is Hpost-·closurc"per;.11it \\'as ·issued i11 t'l/O parts. "Part 111 of the pem1i t \vas is st1ed byr 
the department pursuant to state law, authorized as part of the federal hazardous waste program 
pursuant to Section 3006 ofRCRA, 42 U.S.C.§ 6926, "Part II" of the pem1it was issued by EPA 
and addresses those elements of the RCR..A. hazardous waste pem1itting program that the state of 
Missouri was not yet authorized for at the time the pennit was signed, including conective 
action. EPA has been the administrative lead for the facility, while Missouri has been the 
technical lead by virtue of its authorization to administer the state's conective action program. 
The department administers the state's Underground Storage Tank ("UST") program with EPA 
oversight. 

RECYCLE~ 
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For the reasons stated below, the EPA and the department do not contemplate any 
additional corrective action at this portion of the property. 

There are no RCRA Solid Waste Management Units (SWMUs) or Areas of Concern 
(AOCs) on this 17.5 acre parcel. 

USTs 14, 18 and 19 were located adjacent to the Bar Fab Building on this 17.5 acre· 
parcel. USTs 18 and 19 contained boiler fuel oil and were taken out of service in 1962, 
and are thereby exempt from regulation. UST 14 stored No.2 fuel oil and was removed 
on October 8, 1985. During the removal, 3 cubic yards of oily soil were reportedly 
removed, the excavation was backfilled with clean soil, and the area was topped with 24 
inches of gravel. 

Further, the current permittee, the AK Steel Corporation, remains responsible for complying with 
the pennit's corrective action and post-closure care requirements that address site conditions that 
predated Compass' ownership of the property. Any current owner of the site, such as Compass, 
may not interfere with such corrective action and post-closure care action, should it be required; 
and any future owner whose activities cause releases of hazardous constituents may be 
potentially responsible for those releases. 

___ Lastly, because th_~siteis_beingaddressedunderthereferencedpermit,EP.Adoes not --­
anticipate imposing additional cleanup obligations on potential future owners under the 
Comprehensive Envirorunental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980, as amended 
(CERCLA). However, should AK Steel Corporation fail to fulfill its RCRA pennit obligations, 
potential future owners can exempt themselves from CERCLA cleanup liability as a Bona Fide 
Prospective Purchaser ("BFPP") pursuant to CERCLA § 101(40). Among other requirements, 
prior to purchase, a BFPP must unde1iake "all appropriate inquiry" which currently consists of 
conducting a Phase I environmental assessment; and after purchase "exercise appropriate care" 
related to the property. For the property currently owned by Compass, as described in the 
previous paragraph, "appropriate care" would consist of not interfering with the pennit's 
corrective action post-closure care action, and not causing releases of hazardous constituents at 
the site. 

If you have any questions, please call Ms. Stephanie Doolan, EPA, at (913) 551-7719, or 
Mr. Bill Wilder, MDNR, at (573) 751-2939 .. 

Sincerely, 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

A ;{j ik,~ (/J. AfHL 
~~~ie B. Doolan 

Project Manager 

cc: Julie Pearson, MDNR 

HAZARDOUS WASTE PROGRAJ:vf 

Underground Storage Tanks Program 

Jim Macy, MDNR Kansas City Regional Office 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION VI! 

901 NORTH 5TH STREET 

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 66i 01 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
A1iicle No. 7001 0320 0004 5578 8798 

Mr. Raben Siegel, Esq. 

Compass Environmental. Inc. 

954 W. Washington Boulevard, 4th Floor 

Chicago, IL 60607 

Dear Mr. Siegel: 

RE: AK Steel Facility 
Kansas City, MO 
EPA ID No. MOD 007 11 S 02:9 

~; ?004 

At your request, this letter is intended TO expand the scope of an earlier status or 

''comfort" letter issued by the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) dated July 14, 2003 

(Attachment 1 ). In the previous letter, EPA clarified its intentions regarding the a portion of the 

____ property_own~d_by_Conwass Bjg Blue, L.L_.C., whichis_1,mder finalnc:gotiation for~al~Jp_the 

American Grinding Systems (AGS) Corporation. It is EPA's understanding that the property to 

be sold to AGS has been expanded according to the legal description provided in Attachment 2. 

For the same reasons stated in tbe July 14; 2003 letter, the EPA does not contemplate any 

additional RCRA conective action at additional p01tions of the property to be sold to AGS which 

are specifica11y described in Attachment 2. 

If you have any questions, please call me at (913) 551-7719. 

Enclosures 

cc: Julie Pearson, MDNR 

Sincerely, 

;,. . -· jfl' 
., . --:! ') . / I 

./ ., ,' .~ .:>'\. r ·' _, '·_./1 (l!f:1 f / ~i -~ <t--1.. v { '' i-·~ 
/t' 7 1 .A/7• .,.-1/Lo ---­. v r I 1 

Stephanie B. Doolan 
Project Manager 

RCRA Conective Action & Permits 

RECYCLE~ 



ATTACHMENT 1 
July 14, 2003 Letter from EPA to 

Compass Big Blue, L.L.C. 
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___ Jntentions re~aniing.the--apG-l"tiGliHifth€-DFGIJ0TFY\-&ee-a-tt:aehe6-legcahie8eri1t1JOt1·1-m~'11t'd--b;;--­

Comnass Big Blue. LLC.. vvhicb is under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(R(](.'\) }'C1S'-Closure PermiT h;:·ld bv AJ~ Steel Corporation. For reasons stated be.Jov,. th~ EPA. 
doe~; nm corne:11plate· :my addiTicmZJ.J R,:rz.A coi-rect.ive action at this Doni on ofthe prop~11y 

T"l-1,~ rzr=F-~L}_ ?a~ilJry lnvesljganon FZertorl (BU1l1S (;':_ lvlci)01ll1~-n ) 99~}; des~'rihe~. tl"J[; CJ.rea c~· 

-~.)rllJ.12.:J C~C)Ve:r~:-C~; \\~r~J": tq:J tC J -;· fe·~l of· :::.13.2_; V·.'~-ri.:J: \V22:· tested and DD~· found 1C C:CJD 1l-2.lT! 

JTL:'laL:.. a·L 1-.:~,ve}s cf conc.e11~~ anC 

1S 0~ 

prc1pe.r:~\·. 

Funber. 'Lll::: curren~ permiHee, tbe i\K Steel Corporation. is responsible for cornpli;:mc,~: 
"'vitli tbe EPA's conectJVe action and pos\-closur~: care reqJirements. In tbe future, should 
infcmnation become aYaibble or sbould there be a change in site conditions that indicate t11a1 
there v,·asiis a release of hazardous constituems to tbe environment which may pose a thxeat to 
11uman health and the environment, tbe pem1itee, AX Steel CollJoration, remains responsible for 
RCR.A. corrective action and post-closure care. Any current owner 'of the site may not interfere 
"'Nith sucb coneclive action and post-closure caTe (lction, should it be required; and an:y future 
O\vner wbose activities cause releases ofhaz.ardous constituents may be potentially responsible 
for those re1eases. 



SECOl<DS EAST. DEP.-",_R-:-INC S.LJD :?.()L'THL\STEKL Y \\ . .O,TERS EDGE .. "\ 
DISTANC'E GF 722.01 FEET: TI-1ENCE SOtTH 8 DEGF~ES 33l\1H·~~TES (I . .:+ 
SEC:OJ<DS, V/ES~, A DISTAJ'..:!CE OF 33-2...:\.8 FEET~ THP\lCE SOUTHS DEGF£F2:. 1 c1 

MD\TLTTES 10 SECOhlDS W'EST, A DISTANCE OF 410.75 FEET THENCE NOR. TH 
81 DEGREES 40 MTI"l..'TES 50 SECONDS \VEST./\ DlST.A.J'\JCE OF 324.71 FEE 'T TO 
THE POINT IF BEGlNJ\TD'\JG. 

cc 1151415\'l 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
Legal Description 
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ENCLOSURE2 
Property Tract Description 
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